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The Association of German Cities

Independent voice of german cities 
Community of solidarity of cities 
Represents the idea of local self-government to Federal 
Government, Federal States (Bundesländer), European 
Union, governmental and non-governmental organisations
Negotiates laws, policies, programs, subsidies etc. at 
national and state level
Interconnets the mayors, councillors and heads of 
departments and transfers innovations and good/bad 
lessons learnt
Initiates activities and sometimes even innovations 
Organized like a city with a CEO and 6 departments 
(approx. 100 employees)

Association of German Cities



Demands by the organizers
Welche Rolle spielt SDG11 im Gesamtkontext aller Nachhaltigkeitsziele und welche Wechselwirkungen 

ergeben sich mit den übrigen SDGs?

Welche Teilziele sind für die Situation in Mitteleuropa von Bedeutung und welche Indikatoren lassen sich 
konkret anwenden? Welche Erfahrungen liegen vor?

Welche europäischen, nationalen und regionalen Initiativen existieren? Gibt es bereits ausformulierte 
und verallgemeinerungsfähige Grundlagen und Strategien?

Wie können nachhaltige Bauwerke zu einer nachhaltigen Stadtentwicklung beitragen, was bietet die 
nachhaltige Stadt an Standortqualitäten für Einzelobjekte?

Wie können die bisher entwickelten Methoden, Indikatoren und Nachhaltigkeitsbewertungssysteme für 
Bauwerke, Quartiere und Städte das Erreichen des SDG11 unterstützen? Welche 
Weiterentwicklungen sind dahingehend erforderlich/wünschenswert?



1 
New Urban Agenda, SDGs and COP21

SDGs and COP21 as well
as the NUA need to have
direct impacts on 

local investments, 
modes of energy
production and
dissemination, 
modes of transport and
construction

3 world summits and their impacts on 
local communities



It is time for a 
paradigm shift from
„anything goes“ to
„high time for change“
Paths towards a 
„global, action oriented
transformation“

3 world summits and their impacts on 
local communities
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New Urban Agenda, SDGs and COP21



Make cities and human settlements 
inclusive, safe, resilient and sustainable

11.1 Access to housing, basic services and upgrade slums.

11.2 Access to transport systems, expanding public 
transport.

11.3 Inclusive and sustainable urbanization.

11.4 Strengthen efforts to protect and safeguard the world's 
cultural and natural heritage.

11.5 Reduce number of deaths and people affected caused 
by disasters, 

11.6 Reduce adverse per capita environmental impact of 
cities.
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On Goal 11 and its interdependencies



Make cities and human settlements 
inclusive, safe, resilient and sustainable

11.7 Provide access to safe, inclusive and accessible, green 
and public spaces.

11.b Increase number of cities and human settlements 
adopting and implementing integrated policies.

11.c Support least developed countries, including through 
financial and technical assistance, in building 
sustainable and resilient buildings utilizing local 
materials.
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On Goal 11 and its interdependencies



SDGs, COP 21 und New 
Urban Agenda are
implicitly linked
So are most of the
sectoral challenges at
the local level which
need to be reflected in 
the approach of
integrated urban 
development
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On Goal 11 and its interdependencies



65 % of the Agenda 2030 
goals cannot or hardly
been achieved withouth
the local level.
But the local level hadn‘t
a great say in designing
the objectives and its
indicators.
Make mayors govern the
world…?
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On Goal 11 and its interdependencies



To link the SDGs and
climate goals with
the New Urban 
Agenda – the „once
in a lifetime chance“

And the same at the
local level, please!

Quelle: Prof. Philip Misselwitz, Habitat Unit, TU Berlin

On Goal 11 and its interdependencies



The interdependen-
cies of Goal 11 are
obvious.
The NUA reflects the
spatial dimension of
the Agenda 2030 at
the local level.
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On Goal 11 and its interdependencies
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On localising the Sustainable 
Development Goals

Quelle: https://unhabitat.org/un-habitat-for-the-sustainable-development-goals/



The German approach – “SDG 
Indicators for Municipalities”

Aim of the initiative “SDG Indicators for 
Communities” - develop appropriate 
indicators for the depiction of SDGs at 
municipal level in German i.e. compile and, 
where necessary, redefine them, and provide 
access to the indicator parameters. 
Indicator development consists of defining 
and describing indicators for the relevant 
goals and sub-goals, as well as surveying and 
analyzing indicator parameters.

A joint initiative by the 
Association of German Cities 

(DST),
German County Association 

(DLT),
German Association of Towns 
and Municipalities (DStGB),

Federal Institute for Research 
on Building, Urban Affairs and 
Spatial Development (BBSR),

German Institute of Urban 
Studies (Difu),

Service Agency Communities in 
One World (SKEW) of 
Engagement Global

and the Bertelsmann Stiftung
(BSt).
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On localising the Sustainable 
Development Goals
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Localizing the SDGs
Starting Point & Objectives
Starting Point
United Nations: Decision on the 2030 
agenda with SDGs in September 2015.

Federal Government: Update of national 
sustainability strategy with a systematic 
orientation towards the SDGs in January 
2017.

States: Sustainability strategies, partly 
with orientation towards the SDGs.

Municipalities: Growing number of 
sustainability strategies with orientation 
towards the SDGs.
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Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs) Indicators

UN proposals for indicators that depict the 
SDGs at international level (also the basis 
for SDG monitoring on national, regional 
and local level).

The following must be taken into account:

− Not all SDGs (main objective and 
underlying objectives etc.) do carry the 
same relevance in all states and at all 
levels.

− Not all indicators are readily and/or fully  
available everywhere.



Development 
of indicators 
and provision 
of indicator 
parameters

The use of 
available 
indicator 

definitions and 
data

Indicators as a 
contribution to 
the creation of 

impact-
oriented 
municipal 

management

Catalogue of 
indicators with  
recommendati
on character

(modular 
approach)
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SDGs

2
Localizing the SDGs
Starting Point



1.
SDG relevancy 

check

2.
Definition and 
description of 

indicators

3.
Survey and analysis 

of indicator 
parameters

4.
Provision of results
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2
Localizing the SDGs
Method



1.
SDG relevancy 

check

2.
Definition and 
description of 

indicators

3.
Survey and 
analysis of 
indicator 

parameters

4.
Provision of 

results
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Objective:
Clarify whether individual SDGs (goals and 
sub-goals) can be described as having 
relevance for German municipalities.
Approach:
− Division of sub-goals into individual 

objectives.
− Check the extent to which the objective 

addresses a problem of German 
municipalities (problem check).

− Check the extent to which municipal tasks 
can contribute towards the overall 
objective (task check).
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Localizing the SDGs
SDG Relevancy Check



1.
SDG relevancy 

check

2.
Definition and 
description of 

indicators

3.
Survey and 
analysis of 
indicator 

parameters

4.
Provision of 

results
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Objective:
Profile descriptions of suitable SDG 
indicators.
Approach:
− Collection of indicators

(based upon fixed sources).
− Evaluation of indicators

(based upon fixed criteria).
− Selection of indicators

(based upon fixed minimum standards).
− Description of indicators

(in a profile format).
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Localizing the SDGs
Definition and description of the indicators



1.
SDG relevancy 

check

2.
Definition and 
description of 

indicators

3.
Survey and 
analysis of 
indicator 

parameters

4.
Provision of 

results
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Objective:
Accumulation of indicator parameters for all 
cities and municipalities over 5,000 
inhabitants as well as all rural districts in 
Germany, and check of indicator catalogue.
Approach:
− Survey of indicator parameters (taken from 

official statistics as a rule).
− Analysis of the data (using univariate and 

multivariate methods).

2
Localizing the SDGs
Survey and analysis of the indicator parameters
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Objective:
Provision of the indicator development and 
the indicator parameters for all cities and 
municipalities with more than 5,000 
inhabitants as well as all rural districts.
Approach:
− Creation of a joint publication of the results 

of the development of the indicators. 
− Publication of the indicator value results 

onto the following platforms: 
www.wegweiser-kommune.de
(Bertelsmann Stiftung) and possibly 
www.inkar.de (BBSR).

1.
SDG relevancy 

check

2.
Definition and 
description of 

indicators

3.
Survey and 
analysis of 
indicator 

parameters

4.
Provision of 

results
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Localizing the SDGs
Provision of the results



47 key indicators jointly with
- Federal Institute for Research on 

Building, Urban Affairs and Spatial
Development BBSR

- Bertelsmann foundation
- Difu
- All the communal associations
- With full reference to SDGs 
- Full reference to RFSC Europe
- Expandable if need be by cities

2
Localizing the SDGs
SDG-Indicators for cities



Who asked the
Canadian Institute to
define indicators?

Who profits from this, 
who becomes
dependent on 
indicators defined by
third parties?

Quelle: ISO TC 268 Übersicht Normungsgremien
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Localizing the SDGs
No indicators by institutions without mandate!



3 
Sustainable buildings for
sustainable urban development

The 1 % dilemma – new construction
The 1-3 % dilemma – existing building
stock
How to accelerate the improvement of the
CO2-balance?

Maintenance and operation
Refurbishment and multiple uses
Energy prices and CO2-taxation



The BNB-System for public buildings –
open questions

Scaling up for all public buildings?

Wider spread
application in the
private sector? 

3 
Sustainable buildings for
sustainable urban 
development



The ISO/TC 268 
interest groups –
manifold and profit
driven!
Who profits from
defining standards?
How to comply with
the SDGs and its
indicators??

3 
Sustainable buildings for
sustainable urban 
development
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Critical Outlook– Mainstream or
„Counterstream“?
4th Conference of „Denkwerk
Zukunft“ in 2017

„Why we don‘t do what we deem
necessary – About the power of
traditional thinking“



4 
New Urban Agenda, SDGs and COP21

UN-conferences – or
better watching films? 
Maybe we should
rather spread the
message via films and
actors…

3 World Summits and their
impact on mankind …



www.staedtetag.de

Yellow-Redlight? Or on the way
to green?

Epilog



Love your city
Ama a tu ciudad - Aime ta ville
Şehrini sev - любите свой город
-شھرت را دوست دارم -أحب مدينتك अपने शहर से Üयार करो


