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Project at IAS-STS: Creating a room for Al research in Brazil: which kinds of knowledge agendas,
practices, and societal goals are being mobilized?

Departing from the understanding that both policy and scientific research are not the product of
planned, rational, and unilateral decision-making, processes in which the roles of those involved are
perfectly stable and clear (Godin and Vicky, 2017), the research (part of a future research paper)
focuses on the social life of Al policy beyond the universe of policymakers and documents. It
investigates the impact of Al policy on Al research, having as its study object the Brazilian Institute
of Data Science, one of Brazil's first publicly funded Al research institutes. It seeks to answer: how
do scientists shape their research objectives in light of policy strategies?

How do Al researchers in Brazil articulate the socioeconomic goals of their research? How does that
compare to what is seen at the policy level? This research is part of a dissertation project that
ultimately uses a contemporary technological development (artificial intelligence) to shed light on
how actors, ideas, and institutions are mobilized in science and technology policy in a peripheral
context like Brazil.
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