Dr. Soma Rahmani, holding a Ph.D. in Science and Technology Policy Making from
Mazandaran University and a Master of Science in Executive Management (Strategic
Management) from Tehran University. She has recently assumed the role of
Research Fellow at Graz University of Technology's IAS-STS, commencing in
October 2023. Her academic background and research experience have spanned
both corporate and national levels.

At the corporate level, she engaged in extensive research within Iran's steel industry,
examining firm behavior from the perspectives of entrepreneurship and sustainability
with the aim of driving technological progress. On the national stage, Dr. Rahmani
dedicated her efforts to innovative policy analysis projects, contributing to the broader
policy discourse.

Her doctoral work revolved around investigating the technological gap in Iran's steel
industry compared to select nations and formulating strategies to facilitate
technological catch-up.

During her tenure as a visiting scholar at Lund University, Sweden, she developed a
strong interest in sustainability transitions. This interest seamlessly integrated into her
research on technological catch-up. She delved into exploring how technological
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catch-up aligns with sustainability transitions in both energy-consuming and clean
industries. Her investigations aimed to analyze the societal, economic, and policy
factors that either hinder or promote sustainability objectives.

Throughout her professional career, Dr. Rahmani has established collaborative
partnerships with various international organizations, such as the United Nations
Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO) and the United Nations Development
Programme (UNDP), actively participating in Iran's development projects.

Project at IAS-STS: Towards Low-Carbon Energy Systems

She is presently engaged in a project titled "Towards Low-Carbon Energy Systems."
In this endeavor, she is actively investigating the process of decarbonizing the
mobility system. Her goal is to identify the various factors, encompassing social,
policy, and economic elements, that may either facilitate or impede this transition.
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