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Project at IAS-STS: Navigating the Sunny Side of WhatsAppers from the 
Global South 

 
The project investigates at the everyday progressive (digital) activism of WhatsApp in 
the Global South, looking at Brazil. I argue that a new type of political activist is 
emerging amongst contemporary social mobilizations in the XXI century: the so-
called WhatsApper, a (digital) activist who intensely appropriates the chat app 
leveraging its app affordances for emerging forms of political participation. The 
qualitative approach includes a long-term digital ethnography of two pro-democracy 
WhatsApp groups, chat scrapping, and several face-to-face, semi-structured 
interviews. It explores WhatsApp activism as emerging repertoires that allow 
everyday activists to connect to their political activities in which they live, construct 
and experiment with their fellow group members, namely: i) how local communities 
adopt and appropriate WhatsApp affordances, ii) how these grassroots groups 
creatively enhance emerging action repertoires combining WhatsApp online chats 
with activities on the ground, and iii) how a progressive agenda to foster social 
change at the local level is intertwined with WhatsApp-mediated activism beyond US 
and Europe, contextualizing their use and appropriation in Global South countries. 
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