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Project at IAS-STS: Chemicalizing Breeds: From industrialized animal husbandry to the

emergence of organic production in Greece, 1950-2020

The research proposal aims at contributing a study of the Greek animal husbandry by focusing
on the material conditions and the techno-scientific networks in the historical shaping of the
agri-food industry. The study will unravel hidden actors, science and technology experts, and
critical infrastructures as vital contributors to the creation of the regime and in influencing and
configuring food policies and culture in post-WWII and contemporary Greece. The research
will focus on regimes of chemicalization and industrialization of the production and processing

and their impact on the environment of the



chicken and pig production. The main goal of the proposal is to introduce a historically informed
policy analysis of the Greek agri-food industry as an attempt to unravel path dependencies,
sociotechnical dynamics and pathways that can inform contemporary challenges that the
Greek agri-food sector is facing. It provides a policy-relevant history of the food chain in Greece
as an exemplar case of the Mediterranean food chain by focusing on the techno-scientific
networks, their articulation and agency in configuring the food chain from 1950 to the present.
The techno-scientific networks are conceptualized both as a. networks of infrastructures
(technological and research) that enabled/disabled the material conditions of technological
change and b. networks of experts - engineers, chemists, soil scientists, biologists,
toxicologists, agronomists, biotechnologists, food scientists, veterinarians and biochemists -
that functioned as entanglers in shaping socio-technical transitions. The techno-scientific
networks as the focus of the analysis have been neglected or completely downplayed in the
current historiography as well as the political analysis of socio-technical transitions in the food
industry. The reconfiguration of the environment and the reconsideration of practices and
toxicity limits became ubiquitous in the food chain due to the agency of an expert network of

knowledge and technological innovations. In this framework,



the research study will move into two interconnected and complementary directions: a) the co-
production of the environment with practices and policies which reproduce intensified animal
husbandry and aquaculture models. b) the legitimization of scientific practices and the use of
technological networks which configured the meaning of environment and reproduced
practices that furthered the use of pollutant toxic preservatives and antibiotics. These two
directions are closely interconnected at the technocratic ideology of economies of scale which
legitimizes the intensification of the use of science and technology in the agri-food sector as

an end for production increase.
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