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Project at IAS-STS: Navigating Acceptance and Regulation: A Qualitative Exploration of Gene-
Edited and Genetically Modified Food for Sustainable Food Systems in Austria and India

The global population is projected to reach nearly 10 billion by 2050, heightening the challenge of
producing enough nutritious food amidst climate change, resource scarcity, and growing demand
for high-quality produce. Traditional agricultural methods are proving inadequate, prompting the
exploration of innovative solutions like gene editing. This technique offers the potential to boost
crop yields, enhance nutrition, and create climate-resilient crops, which are vital for ensuring food
security and combating malnutrition. However, gene editing also raises concerns related to safety,
ethics, and the disruption of existing food systems. Although gene editing shares similarities with
classical genetically modified (GM) techniques, distinct differences in regulation and public



perception necessitate tailored approaches. This study, under the IAS-STS fellowship, undertakes
a comparative analysis of Austria and India to explore public perceptions, stakeholder
perspectives, and policies surrounding gene-edited and classical GM plants and food products. By
examining the unique social, cultural, and political contexts of each nation, the research aims to
understand how these factors influence public acceptance and policy development for emerging
agricultural technologies. The study's findings will inform policy recommendations that balance
public concerns with the potential benefits of gene editing, ultimately supporting the creation of
sustainable and equitable food systems for future generations.
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