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Currently, Rahul's research interests have led him to delve into genetic modification
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Project at IAS-STS: The Social Acceptance and Regulatory Challenges of
Gene-edited and GM Foods: A Comparative analysis of Austria and India

Recent advances in genetic engineering techniques have led to the development of
new methods for plant breeding and modification, such as gene editing. While these
methods share some similarities with classical genetically modified (GM) approaches,
they also have some important differences, particularly in terms of regulation and
public perception. The differences between gene-edited and classical GM crops
regarding policies, stakeholder views, and public perceptions suggest that they may
need to be treated differently in regulatory and communication contexts.

As an IAS-STS research fellow, | aim to investigate the policies, stakeholders, and
public views and perceptions on gene-edited plants/ derived food and how they differ
from "classical" GM plants or foods. Through this research, | aim to contribute to the
ongoing dialogue on gene editing and GM foods and provide a comprehensive
understanding of the similarities and differences between these two approaches,
particularly in the context of Austria and India.

Future research could explore how different approaches to regulation and
communication affect public perceptions and acceptance of these technologies and
how stakeholders can work together to address potential risks and benefits.
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