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Project at IAS-STS: A Case Study of Smart Energy Networks for E-vehicles in 

Austria from the Lenses of Responsible Innovations 

New technology comes and operates in a socio-technical landscape; it gets shaped and, in 

return, influences society. With the circular relationship between technology and society, 

sustainability of technology essentially includes not only economic and environmental  



 

sustainability but also social sustainability. There is little evidence available related to the 

social sustainability of the Smart Energy Networks (SENs), which is crucial for democratic 

economies from the perspective of equity and participation. Such deficiencies have led to 

the limited understanding of the SENs, confining only the identification of technical barriers. 

Contrarily, evidence suggests that a unilateral approach by missing the voices of diverse 

stakeholders is not conducive to the faster diffusion of the technology either. This project 

has the following objectives: 

I. To analyse the SENs policies in Austria to identify the gaps, barriers, and drivers from 

firms, institutions, and users’ perspectives. 

II. To develop the key policy suggestions for economic, environmental and socially 

sustainable Smart Energy Networks for e-vehicles. 
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