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Project at IAS-STS: The Value of Uncertainty — A Pragmatist Tool to
Transdisciplinary Teaching

The presentation refers to my writing project at the IAS-STS/STS Unit, the completion of
an article, which is part of my dissertation on value conflicts in transdisciplinary research.
The lecture addresses the constitutive role of uncertainty in transdisciplinary higher
education. The starting point is experience from a seminar on mobility justice and a critical



reading of John Dewey's pragmatic philosophy of democratic education against the
backdrop of the diagnosis of current crises in democracy. Based on Dewey's concept of
the “undetermined situation,” the experiences of students (and teachers) with ambiguity,
disorientation, and uncertainty can be read as crucial moments for transdisciplinary
learning.

As the result of a one-year action research project conducted in a transdisciplinary project
seminar on the topic of mobility justice, | present a tool — the triangle of transdisciplinary
teaching — that can be used to accompany and navigate the uncertainties of
transdisciplinary project work. Our action research design combined protocols, photo
documentation, student reflection papers, and a reflexive thematic analysis. By using
scaffolding strategies, teachers can guide students through the transdisciplinary process
by offering orientation while leaving room for the irritations that accompany student
research. Instead of trying to quickly eliminate them, we recommend embracing
uncertainty in transdisciplinary learning environments. The tool can also be transferred to
other learning environments that focus on collaborative project work with transformative
foci.
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