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Project at IAS-STS: Towards an Inclusive Reproduction in Europe despite COVID-19
Assisted Reproductive Technologies (ARTS) were invented to assist infertile heterosexual couples,
but due to changes in biotechnology and shifts in socio-cultural practices, the regulation of access to

particular ART procedures in different European states differs greatly and thus gives rise to cross



border fertility travel. However, as the COVID-19 pandemic led to drastic national measures, borders
were closed and ART treatments were put on hold in many states. The proposed project builds on
previous EU funded research, Marie Sktodowska-Curie Action (MSCA) Fellowship ‘QTReproART'.
Both studies depart from the premise that a negative aspect of reproductive technologies is that
access to ART is unevenly distributed among different parts of the population. Social groups
particularly affected by ART legal and medical frameworks are LGBTIQ people. During COVID-19
challenges and obstacles in reproduction and parenthood seem to have intensified.

Objectives:

Comparative analysis of diverse sets of ART in 6 European states before and during COVID 19.

Providing original, empirical and intersectional data on LGBTIQ people’s use, experiences and
access to ART during COVID-19. This constitutes an archive of LGBTIQ people’s use and

experiences of ART. Developing inclusive strategies and guidelines for accessing ART.
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