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Monash University. Her research sits at the intersection of human computer interaction, 

sociology, gender studies and visual culture. Her current PhD research explores the 

representation and construction of the body in embodied sextech, interrogating the 

ramifications of aesthetic and voice design within these technologies. Anna is also 

concerned with the implications of gender, sexuality and bodily design in technology and 

automated systems more broadly. Anna is also a practicing artist, whose work explores the 

body, power and representation in both historical canons and the digital age. She received 

her MFA in Photography from Yale University and BA (Hons) from Wesleyan University. 

 

Project at IAS-STS: Amor(us): The Aesthetic and Voice Construction of Gender in 
Embodied Sextech Design 

During her time as a research fellow at IAS-STS, Anna will continue her research project 

examining the nature and implications of women’s bodily and voice representation in 

embodied sextech. The research technologies investigated include virtual reality (VR) 

pornography, embodied sex toys in addition to sex dolls and sex robots.  



 

These devices present an evolution in technological “phases of matter” from the body as a 

virtual entity to a fragmented piece and finally, an embodied whole. This project is concerned 

with how these devices mediate sexuality, gender and power, both in their depictions of the 

body, but also in the gendered paradigms they (re)produce. Building on art history, design, 

sociology, human computer interaction (HCI) and gender theories, Anna is concerned with 

the ramifications of current bodily design in sextech, but also questions how design could 

be changed in order to produce more equitable, inclusive and just technologies. Sex tech, 

like most technologies, has the potential to be inclusive of a diversity of users while 

dramatically improving lives, understandings and experiences of intimacy and the lived 

expression of sexuality. This research contributes new knowledge through novel, 

interdisciplinary methodologies as well as in research findings that inform understandings 

as to how current aesthetic and voice construction influence device use as well as how future 

design could facilitate greater equity and inclusion. 
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