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Project at IAS-STS: PLN’s Tim Srikandi: Indonesian Female Electric
Maintainers

In the still male-dominated field of electrical infrastructure maintenance, there are
several women who work in this area. This project examines female maintenance
workers and managers employed by the Indonesian electricity company PLN. These
maintainers belong to a group called “Tim Srikandi” in Indonesian, in reference to a
term used to denote the brave and skilled female archery drawn from the Indian epic
Mahabharata. They are tasked to ensure that the electrical transmission and
substations in their area of operation is well maintained. My project will detail their
tasks, challenges, and the rewarding aspects of their jobs. It will also discuss their
recruitment, training, work rituals, and their take on their roles in a government-owned
utility company. My study of these maintenance workers aims to shed light in the role
of gender in maintenance and in the functioning of a technological company.
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