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Project at IAS-STS 
As a Research Fellow at the Institute for advanced studies on science, technology 
and society (IAS-STS), Alessio Giacometti is completing his research project on the 
representations of nuclear fusion, a research field that is trying to obtain energy from 
fusion reactions by replicating in laboratory the process that powers the Sun and 
other stars. Following the approaches of Science & Technology Studies and 
Expectation Studies, the PhD project addresses three levels of analysis: how fusion 
is framed in the media arena, how it is told by fusion scientists themselves and how it 
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is practiced in a dedicated facility. Such research is being carried out by means of a 
mixed-methods approach that combines qualitative and quantitative discourse 
analysis with ethnography in a nuclear fusion research centre. 
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