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Lessons In Darkness, Silver Salts
and the Lightest Metal

IZK Workshop 2

Course leader: Simon Oberhofer
Location: KRDGO042 (IZK Research Space), Kronesgasse 5

Schedule: 02.05.-05.05.2023

Since its inception, the photographic process has relied on various forms of material
extraction starting with silver and copper, various plastics and more recently rare earths or
light metals like lithium. With a recent shift in global supply chains and an ever growing
demand for raw material, extraction and mining are returning to our doorstep after being
conveniently outsourced overseas. The week-long photography workshop will look into
the historic relationship between photography and the exploitation of the earth’s crust. An
excursion to a possible future mining area will be followed by one day extensive darkroom
session and final exhibition.



