
Practical Aids, Instruments and Tools  
of the Assessment System   

for Sustainable Building (BNB) 

 Dipl.-Ing. Andreas Rietz, Architect BDB 
 

Sustainable Building Conference SB 13 
Certification schemes 

25. – 28. September 2013 in Graz 



Dipl.-Ing. Andreas Rietz 
Division Sustainable Building 

Chart 2  Practical Aids, Instruments, Tools Graz, 27.09.2013 

  Scientific support for the Federal Ministry of 
Transport, Building and Urban Development 

  Development of the Guideline for Sustainable 
Building and the Assessment System (BNB) 

  Organizing the Round Table for Sustainable 
Building and other activities of the Ministry. 

  Maintaining the Information Portal for 
Sustainable Building 
www.nachhaltigesbauen.de 

Division II 5 Sustainable Building 
Administrative Office for Sustainable Building 

My Division is responsible for: 
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In my presentation I will focus on these points: 
 

  The Guideline and  the  Assessment System 
 for Sustainable Building 

  Practical aids to apply the guideline 
  Tools and instrument to support the  

planning and evaluation of buildings. 
  Conclusion 

Structure 

Guideline for 
Sustainable Building 
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Guideline for Sustainable Building 
Interrelation of Guideline and Assessment System 

Guideline for 
Sustainable Building 

 

Assessment System for  
Sustainable Building (BNB) 
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Guideline for Sustainable Building - Attachments 

The Guideline of Sustainable Building contains a number of 
attachments, that will support its application. These includes 
various tables, checklists and documentation requirements, 
par example:   

 Minimum performance levels  
 for federal buildings 

 Pre-check in the first planning 
 phase 

 Energetic specification for  
 federal buildings 

 Table - Target setting agreement 
 

You can find these attachments 
in our Information Portal 
www.nachhaltigesbauen.de 
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Target setting agreement. 
 •  At the beginning of the planning the user requirements have to be defined 
•  The qualities of the buildings have to be determined. 
•  Binding targets, minimum performance levels and orientation values ​​ 

are noted. 

Project title 

Criteria 
Target 
values Competence 

Required 
Documents. 

Table - Target setting agreement 

Main 
Criteria 
groups 



Dipl.-Ing. Andreas Rietz 
Division Sustainable Building 

Chart 7  Practical Aids, Instruments, Tools Graz, 27.09.2013 

Tool 1.1.6 Risks for the regional environment 

Instrument for the 
assessment and 
documentation of 
building materials and 
building products,  
in terms of their  
potential risk to  
-   groundwater 
-  surface water 
-  soil and  
-  outdoor air 

Data-based management system for the evaluation of the  
BNB-criterion "1.1.6 Risks for the regional environment" 
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SNAP-broshure 

SNAP - System requirements for sustainability 
in planning competitions 

To implement the sustainability 
requirements in the planning 
competitions this recommendation 
was developed and published by 
the Federal Ministry  

My colleague Merten Welsch  
had presented this guideline yesterday  
in a lecture. 
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SNAP - Tool 

•  The SNAP method is suitable 
for various competitive 
processes 

•  Specific recommendations  
for all phases of planning 
competitions 

•  only the 15 most important 
criteria are taken into account 

•  Score sheets are presented 
to the jury for an independent 
verdict 

You can find the Snap-Tool in 
the Information Portal 
www.nachhaltigesbauen.de 
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WECOBIS 
WECOBIS - Web- based ecological 
building material information system.  

WECOBIS provides information 
on health and environmental 
aspects of major building 
product groups and materials. 
 
The information are: 
- comprehensive  
- structured processed  
- and vendor-neutral 
 
WECOBIS offers  
-  online links to more 

information and data sources  
-  the integration of EPDs - 

Environmental Product 
Declarations for the LCA. 
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Ökobau.dat 

•  Specification  of the environmental 
impact. 

•  The updated Ökobau.dat 2013  
contains over 1300 records  

•  According to DIN EN 15804.   

Database for ecological 
assessments of building 
materials and structures 
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eLCA - Online life cycle assessment tool for BNB 

•  Dynamic modeling of building 
constructions 

•  component graphics for visual 
evaluation 

•  A graphical analysis of the  
construction is available  
 

A component library  integrated in the tool 
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eLCA - Online life cycle assessment tool for BNB 

§  The Online Tool is freely available 
§  Structured similar to the Standard of the construction costs (DIN 276) 
§  Specified building materials are linked to a deposited lifecycle 

§  for every material a proposal for the use of time is reported. 
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Conclusion and Outlook 
Conclusion: 
•  The Guideline for Sustainable Building was implemented into the 

practical work of the Federal Building Authorities.  
•  The Assessment System BNB enables a transparent and objective 

evaluation of the sustainability of buildings. 
•  For processing various tools and instruments are available. 

Outlook: 
•  In order to simplify the work with the Sustainable Building Assessment 

System BNB, we are currently developing a computerized assessment 
and documentation tool. 

•  This “eBNB” has to take into account the conditions of  the public 
building sector, such as legal regulations, guidelines, planning rules 
and documentation requirements. 

•  I hope we can introduce “eBNB” late next year.  
It will also be published in our Information Portal in the internet. 



Dipl.-Ing. Andreas Rietz 
Division Sustainable Building 

Chart 15  Practical Aids, Instruments, Tools Graz, 27.09.2013 

Fragen und Diskussion 

E-Mail:   andreas.rietz@bbr.bund.de 
Telefon:   (03018) 401 - 2750 
Telefax:  (03018) 401 - 2759 

www.nachhaltigesbauen.de 

Thank you for listening 


